Nursing documentation in patient records: experience of the use of the VIPS model.
The VIPS model for the documentation of nursing care in patient records was scientifically developed and published in 1991, with the aim of supporting the systematic documentation of nursing care and promoting individualized care. As the model seemed to be accepted and used in many parts of Sweden, a study was conducted in order to gather further information on the validity of the model, to describe the clinical and educational experience of its use and to refine it. Experience of the use of the model was gathered from a review of the scientific papers and other reports on it, from questionnaires addressed to nurses (n = 514), from comments by key informants, and from interviews with faculty members at all the nursing schools in the country. The findings showed that an intense process of change and development was occurring regarding nursing documentation. However, there were limitations in the use of the entire nursing process, especially in the specification of patient problems and the formulation of nursing diagnoses and nursing interventions. The keywords (Swedish spelling) of the VIPS model had good content validity in different areas of nursing care. The findings also indicated the need for further elaboration and revision of some of the keywords. A revised version of the VIPS model based on these findings is presented.